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COLUMBIA RIVER BIBLE CHURCH

KETTLE  FALLS, WASHINGTON

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I – NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1:  Name

The name of this organization shall be Columbia River Bible Church of Kettle Falls, Washington (the “Church”).

Section 2:  Purpose

A. This congregation is organized as a church exclusively for charitable, religious, and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501-C-(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Revenue Law), including, but not limited to, for such purposes, the establishing and maintaining of religious worship, the building, maintaining and operating of churches, parsonages, schools, chapels, radio stations, television stations, rescue missions, print shops, day care centers, camps, nursing homes, and cemeteries, and any other ministries that the Church may be led of God to establish.

B. The Church shall also ordain and license men to the Gospel ministry; evangelize the unsaved by the proclaiming of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ; educate believers in a manner consistent with the requirements of Holy Scripture, both in Sunday and weekday schools of Christian education; maintain missionary activities in the United States and any foreign country; and engage in any other ministry that the Church may decide, from time to time, to pursue in obedience to the will of God.

C. To challenge every person known to the Church to become a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ, and to provide opportunities to become such a follower.

ARTICLE II – STATEMENT OF FAITH

A.  The Holy Scriptures

We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the verbally, plenary inspired Word of God, the final authority for faith and life without error in the original writings, infallible and God- breathed.  (II Tim. 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21;

      Matt. 5:18; John 16:12-13)

B.  The Godhead
      We believe in the one true God, eternally existing in three persons—Father, Son, and

      Holy Spirit—co-eternal in being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and glory,

      and having the same attributes and perfection.  (Deut. 6:4;  II Cor. 13-14)
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C.  The Person and Work of Christ

1. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be   God.  (Phil. 2:6-8),  having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men.  (John 1:1, 2, 14; Luke 1:35)

2. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on the cross as a representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice; and,  that our justification is made sure by His literal,  physical resurrection from the dead.  (Romans 3;24-25; I Peter 2:24; Eph. 1:7)

3. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven, and is now exalted at the right hand of God, where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor and Advocate (Acts 1:9-10; Heb. 9:24;  7:24-25; Romans 8:34; I John 2:1-2)

4. We believe in that “Blessed Hope”, the personal, premillennial coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His redeemed ones and in His coming to judge the earth and establish His Millennial Kingdom.  (I Thess. 4:13-18; Zech. 14:4-11; Rev. 19:11-16; 20:1-6; II Thess. 1:7-9)

D.   The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit

1. We believe that the Holy Spirit is a Person who convicts the world of sin, of 

righteousness, and of judgement; and, that He is the Supernatural Agent in regeneration, baptizing  all believers into the Body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of redemption.  (John 16:8-11; II Cor. 3:6; I Cor. 12:12-14; Rom. 8:9; Eph. 1:13-14)

2. We believe that He is the Divine Teacher who guides believers into all truth; and, that it is the privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit.  (John 16-13; I John 2:20; Eph. 5:18; I John 2:27) 

E. The Total Depravity of Man

We believe that man was  created in the image and likeness of God, but that in Adam’s sin, the race fell, inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God; and, that man is totally depraved, and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition.  (Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 3:22-23; Eph. 2:1-3, 12)
F. Salvation

We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the forgiveness of our sins.  (Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; I Peter 1:16, 19; Acts 16:31; I Cor. 15:1-4) 
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G. The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers

1. We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s power and are thus secure in Christ forever (John 6:37-40; 10:27-30; Rom. 8:1, 38-39; I Cor. 1:4-8; I Pet.1:4-5; Eph. 1:13-14).

2. We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the testimony of God’s Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion to the flesh (Rom. 13:13-14; Gal. 5:13; Titus 2:11-15).

H. The Church

1.  We believe that the Church, which is the Body and the Espoused Bride of Christ,

      is a spiritual organism made up of all born-again persons of this present age. 

     (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:25-27; I Cor. 12:12-14; II Cor. 11:2) 

2. We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament Scriptures.  (Acts 14:27; 20:17, 28-32; I Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5)

3. We believe in the autonomy of the local church free from any external authority or control.  (Acts 13:1-4; 15:19-31; 20:28; Rom. 16 1, 4; I Cor. 3:9, 16; 5:4-7. 13; I Peter 5:1-4)

4. We believe that water baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances to be observed by the Church in obedience to the Lord’s command during this present age.  They are, however, not to be regarded as means of salvation. (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-42; I Cor. 11:23-26)

5. We believe the commission of the local church is to teach God’s Word, to edify the Body, to fellowship one with another and to share the Gospel of salvation with the lost.  (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:42; Heb. 10-25)

I. The Eternal State

1.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, and the

unsaved to judgement and everlasting punishment.  (Matt. 25:46; John 5:28,29; 11:25-26; Rev. 20:5-6; 12-13).

2. We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, where in conscious bliss they await the first resurrection, when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord (Luke 23-43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; 3:21; I Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 20:4-6).

3. We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious punishment and torment until the second resurrection, when with soul and body reunited they shall appear at the Great White Throne Judgment, and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer everlasting punishment and torment (Matt. 25:41-46; Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thess. 1:7-9l Jude 6-7, Rev. 20:11-15).
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J. The Personality of Satan 

We believe that Satan is an angelic person, the author of sin and the cause of the Fall of Man; that he is the open and declared enemy of God and man; and, that he shall be eternally punished in the lake of Fire (Job 1:6-7; Is. 14:12-17; Matt. 4:2-11; 25:41; Rev. 20:10).

K. Creation

We believe that God created the universe in six literal, 24 hour periods.  We reject evolution, the Gap Theory,  the Day-Age Theory, and Theistic Evolution as unscriptural theories of origin (Genesis 1-2; Ex. 20:11).

L. Human Sexuality

We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity should be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.  We believe that any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, incest, same-sex marriage, fornication, adultery and pornography are sinful perversions of God’s gift of sex (Gen. 2:24; Gen. 19:5,13; Gen 26:8-9; Lev. 18:1-30; Rom. 1:26-29; I Cor. 5:1; 6:9; I Thess. 4:1-8; Heb.13:4).

M. Divorce and Remarriage
We believe that God hates divorce and intends marriage to last until one of the spouses dies or the unbeliever leaves the believer.  Although divorced and remarried persons or divorced persons may hold positions of service in the Church and be greatly used of God for Christian service, they may not be considered for church leadership without approval by the Elder Board upon further examination (Mal. 2:14-17; Matt. 19:3-12; Rom. 7:1-3; I Cor. 7:15; I Tim. 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6).  (See CRBC Elders Manual)

N. Abortion

We believe that human life begins at conception and that the unborn child is a living human being.  Abortion constitutes the unjustified, unexcused taking of unborn human life.  Abortion is murder.  We reject any teaching that abortions of pregnancies due to rape, incest, birth defects, gender selection, birth or population control, or the mental well-being of the mother are acceptable (Job 3:16; Psalms 51:5; 139:14-16; Is. 44:24; 49:1,5; Jer. 1:5; 20:15-18; Luke 1:44).

O. Missions

We believe that God has given the Church a Great Commission to proclaim the Gospel to all nations so that there might be a great multitude from every nation, tribe, ethnic group, and language group who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  As ambassadors of Christ we must use all available means to go to the foreign nations and not wait for them to come to us (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 20-21; Acts 1:8; II Cor. 5:20).
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P. Giving

We believe that every Christian, as a steward of that portion of God’s wealth entrusted to him, is obligated to support his local church financially.  We believe that God desires for us to give our offerings sacrificially and cheerfully to the support of the Church, the relief of those in need, and the spread of the gospel.  We believe that a Christian relinquishes all rights to retract or to direct the use of the offering once the gift has been made. (Gen. 14:20; Prov. 3:9-10; Acts 4:34-37; I Cor. 16:2; II Cor. 9:6-7; Gal. 6:6; Eph. 4:28; I Tim. 5:17-18; I John 3:17).


ARTICLE III – GOVERNMENT

The spiritual affairs, government and discipline of this church shall be vested in the governing body, The Elder Board.  The Elder Board, consisting of the pastor and at least two, and not more than nine, other men.  These men shall be selected according to the standards set for the spiritual leaders as found in the New Testament.  (Acts 6:1—7; I Tim. 3:1-13, Titus 1:5-9)  No person shall serve on the Elder Board who is not consistent in church attendance, church ministry and good Christian conduct.  Every member of the Elder Board shall have some area of personal ministry, such (but not limited to) teaching, visitation or Christian service.  (It is not sufficient to be simply a ruler; spiritual leaders must also be servants.)  All decisions of the Elder Board shall be made by a unanimous vote of this said board.

The Elder Board shall seek to develop men “of honest report full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom…” to serve with them in the ministry of this local church. 

ARTICLE  IV – COVENANT OF THE CHURCH

We covenant together, God helping us, to obey the clear teachings of the Word of God, both Old and New Testaments and to be sensitive to the personal leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

ARTICLE V – MEMBERSHIP

A. Entrance

Membership in this local church shall be open to any person 18 years and above who is a member of the Body of Christ (who has personally placed his faith in Christ’s work for him on the cross), who in their lives are manifesting the fruits of a true faith in God, and who are willing to abide by this Constitution and its By-Laws and Doctrinal Statement and have completed the membership process. (See Membership Packet.)
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B. Discipline

Discipline of members of this church shall be handled in accordance with scriptural principles and shall be limited to exclusion, either temporary or permanent.  (Matt. 5:23-24; 18:15—17; Gal. 6:1-2; I Cor. 5:1-13; II Cor. 2:5-11)

Steps to follow:

1. There shall be a Discipline Committee consisting of the Elder Board.  These men have sole authority in determining heretical deviations from the Statement of Faith and violations of the Church Covenant.  If the Pastor or Elder or any other church leader is the subject of a disciplinary matter, he shall not sit as a member of the Discipline Committee.  He shall be entitled to the same steps as other Church members and be subject to the same discipline. (Matt. 5:23-24; 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1-2; I Cor. 5:1-13; II Cor. 2:5-11)

2. Members are expected to demonstrate special loyalty and concern for one another.  When a member becomes aware of an offense of such magnitude that it hinders spiritual growth and testimony, he is to go alone to the offending party and seek to restore his brother.  Before he goes, he should first examine himself.  When he goes, he should go with a spirit of humility and have the goal of restoration.  

3. If reconciliation is not reached, a second or third member, is to accompany the one seeking to resolve the matter.  This second step should also be preceded by self-examination, and exercised a spirit of humility and have the goal of restoration.

4. If the matter is still unresolved after the steps outlined in subsections 2 and 3 have been taken, the Discipline Committee, as the Church representatives biblically responsible for putting down murmuring, shall hear the matter. If the matter is still unresolved after the steps outlined in subsections 2,3, and 4 have been taken, such members who refuse to repent and be restored are to be removed from the membership of the Church upon unanimous vote of the Discipline Committee.

5. No matter may be heard by the Discipline Committee or the Church unless the steps outlined in subsections 2 and 3 have been taken, except in the case of a public offense.

6. If an unrepentant offending party is removed from the Church membership, all contact with him from that point forward must be for the sake of restoration (except in the case of family members).
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ARTICLE VI – ORDINANCES

The ordinances of Baptism (by immersion) and the Lord’s Table shall be observed and shall be administered by the pastor and the Elder Board.  Baptism shall be administered only upon due examination.  The Lord’s Supper shall be observed once a month, as the Elder Board shall direct.

ARTICLE VII – PROPERTIES AND INCORPORATION

A. The title to the properties that this church has and shall accumulate shall be vested in the corporation  “Columbia River Bible Church”.

B. The officers of this corporation shall consist of President, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer, selected by and from within the Elder Board.

C.  This church, through the corporation, shall hold, own and enjoy its own properties

and title to this property shall not be transferred except as provided in the Articles of Incorporation. 

Property rights and dissolution:

1. This church shall have the power to receive, either by gift or purchase, and to hold such real, personal, or mixed property as is authorized by the laws of the State of Washington, and as is deemed  necessary for the business of the Church, and shall have the power to dispose of such property by  mortgage, deed or otherwise.  All such property shall be in the name of the Church.

2. In case of a division in the church, the property of the Church shall belong to those who remain Loyal to and abide by its Constitution and By-Laws.  

3. The Church shall be considered dissolved if so decided by the membership following a notice 30 days prior to a business meeting, or when the Church has not held an annual meeting for two years, or when less than ten (10) members remain.  (See By-Laws, Article II, 2)

ARTICLE VIII – TAX EXEMPT PROVISIONS

SECTION 1:  PRIVATE INUREMENT

No part of the net earnings of the Church shall inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the Church shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for the services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article I, Section 2 hereof.
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SECTION 2:  POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT

No substantial part of the activities of the Church shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation.  The Church shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

SECTION 3:  DISSOLUTION

Upon the dissolution of the Church, the Elders shall, after paying or making provision for payment of all the liabilities of the Church, dispose of all of the assets of the Church to such organization or organizations organized and operated exclusively for Christian purposes as the Elders shall determine.  Assets may be distributed only to organizations which agree with the Church’s Statement of Faith.

SECTION 4:  RACIAL NONDISCRIMINATION

The Church shall have a racially nondiscriminatory policy and therefore shall not discriminate against members, applicants, students, and others on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin.

ARTICLE IX – MEETINGS

The annual meeting of the church shall be held on or near the second Wednesday of June.  Budgets and other financial business shall be discussed as well as other business relevant to the church membership.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS

Amendments to this Constitution or By-Laws may be made at any Congregational Meeting of the Church by a ¾  majority vote after said proposed amendments have been presented in writing to the congregation at least 30 days prior to the meeting where they will be voted upon.

ARTICLE XI – BY-LAWS

A supplement to this Constitution known as the By-Laws shall embody the stated qualifications for the Pastor(s) and Officers and their duties, conditions for membership, method by which members are received, and parliamentary rules and procedures for the activities of the Church.
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This Constitution and By-Laws is adopted by the Elder Board of Columbia River Bible Church of Kettle Falls, Washington, on December 26, 2004.

Pastor Randy Goodell______________________________

Shane O’Dell, Elder________________________________

Rick Rosin, Elder__________________________________

Stuart Wright, _____________________________________
